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“The Administrative Court”
Mr Justice Collins, Lead Judge in the Administrative Court, has kindly agreed to address an ALBA seminar. Mr Justice Collins has already stated publicly his willingness to hear from practitioners who have identified any difficulties in Administrative Court practice or have ideas for the improvement of the service provided by the Court (see [2005] JR 18).  This seminar provides an ideal opportunity for such a dialogue.
The meeting is on Monday 18th April, 5.45pm – 7.15 pm, Inner Temple Luncheon Room.  It has been registered for 1.5 CPD points. There is no charge for attending. All are welcome.

Annual Summer Conference

“Key Concepts in Public Law”

As announced in the March edition of ALBA News, this year’s summer conference will examine “Key Concepts in Public Law”. The conference is being held at St John’s College Cambridge from Friday 29th July (evening) – Sunday 31st July (lunchtime). Confirmed speakers and chairs include Lord Justice Keene, Mr Justice Ouseley, Mr Justice Beatson, Richard Drabble QC, Elizabeth Laing, Tom de la Mare, Martin Westgate, Jonathan Cooper, Andrew Lidbetter and Tim Eicke. The conference will provide an opportunity to hear a series of stimulating talks from many leaders in the public law field, together with social events, dinner and the chance to earn 6 CPD points. A booking form will be attached to a future newsletter.
Future Meetings: Dates for Diaries

Apart from the National Security seminar and Annual Dinner, plans include: 

12th May 2005: Monetary Remedies, at which Prof Paul Craig (Oxford University), Martin Partington (Law Commission) and Clive Lewis (11 King’s Bench Walk) will speak. 17.45 – 19.15, Inner Temple Luncheon Room.
28th June 2005: Government responsibility for action abroad will be addressed by Mr Justice Richards, Prof. Conor Gearty and Prof. Christopher Greenwood. 17.45 – 19.15, Inner Temple Luncheon Room.
28th September 2005: Now we are Five: the Human Rights Act Five Years On
Speakers to include Lord Lester QC. Venue Inner Temple Hall.

23rd November 2005: Annual Lecture to be delivered by Lord Woolf LCJ. To be followed by a reception.

6th December 2005: Article 14 of the ECHR and deference

Speakers Lord Justice Laws and Prof. David Feldman. 17.45 – 19.15, The Spy Room, Gray’s Inn.
All meetings have been registered for CPD points. ALBA is also pleased to report that it is in the process of applying for CPD registration from the Law Society.
Other Meetings of Interest to Members

Commonwealth Law Conference 11 – 15 September 2005

For the past 50 years Commonwealth Law Conferences have been held every two or three years in major Commonwealth centres.  Practitioners and judges from all over the Commonwealth attend them.  Meetings of specialist Commonwealth legal and human rights associations are also held during, or around the time of, the Conference, and there are a number of social events.  Commonwealth law Conferences are held under the auspices of the Commonwealth Lawyers Association and hosted by the national law society or bar council.  

The 2005 Commonwealth Law Conference will be held in London for the first time since 1955.  The dates are 11-15 September 2005.  The Conference will be hosted by the Law Society, who will be holding their own annual conference at the same time., but it is also supported by the United Kingdom government and by the Bar. The Conference will take place at Westminster Central Hall and the QEII Conference Centre. 

The theme of the Conference will be Developing Law and Justice, and the formal programme includes 60 working sessions on, amongst other topics, human rights, rule of law and constitutional law issues.   Within the human rights stream, for instance, there are sessions on asylum, the right to health and freedom from discrimination.  There is a wide range of sessions on other topics such as constitutional reform, terrorism, the separation of powers and access to justice in environmental law.  Further details may be found at www.commonwealthlaw2005.com.  

Speakers will include eminent judges and practitioners from all over the Commonwealth, including Lord Woolf, the Master of the Rolls, the Chief Justices of Australia, Canada and New Zealand and Baroness Hale.

The Conference is CPD accredited and there are discounts for registration before 30 April 2005 and for group bookings.

The 2005 Commonwealth Law Conference will be a unique event and has much to offer the members of ALBA.
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