ALBA NEWS

_____________________________________________________________________

Newsletter of the Constitutional and Administrative Law Bar Association

MARCH 2004
The Zimbabwean Constitutional Crisis
ALBA has at short notice taken advantage of the presence in London of two leading members of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (“MDC”) in Zimbabwe to arrange the above meeting.  Professor Welshman Ncube is the Secretary General of the MDC, and David Coltart MP is the Shadow Justice and Constitutional Affairs Minister.  We shall be hearing from them on the subject of the Zimbabwean constitutional crisis: recent developments and future prospects.

The meeting will take place at 5.45pm on Thursday 25th March, in the Inner Temple Smoking Room.  All ALBA members are welcome.  The meeting is being registered for CPD points.
Future Meetings and Plans; Summer Conference
We are currently finalising our programme of seminars for the rest of 2004, including our annual dinner which is being arranged for June 2004, and the Summer Conference 2004, which will take place over the weekend of Friday 23 to Sunday 25 July 2004 at Robinson College Cambridge, on the subject of “Practical Public Law”.  More details and booking forms will be sent with the next newsletter, but to whet your appetite, overleaf is a draft programme with confirmed speakers.  Put the date in your diaries now!
Other Meetings of Interest to Members

•
Clifford Chance/EssexUniversity Law Lecture.  Dame Mary Arden will deliver this lecture, entitled “Human Rights”, on 27th January 2005 at the offices of Clifford Chance.  If you would like to attend, please contact Ann Woodings, Co-ordinator for International and External Law Programmes, School of Law, University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester CO4 3SQ (or annw@essex.ac.uk), mentioning that you are an ALBA member.
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ALBA’S RESPONSE TO DCA CONSULTATION PAPERS

ON APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES AND

A NEW SUPREME COURT

ALBA has recently submitted a lengthy and detailed submission to the  Department of Constitutional Affairs in response to these two consultation papers.  Principally the work of a sub-committee of John Howell QC, Karen Steyn and Tom de la Mare, ALBA advocated institutional arrangements to ensure a strict separation of powers, with the executive having no role in the appointment and promotion of judges.  Judicial selection criteria should be determined by Parliament in primary legislation, and appointments both to the appellate courts (including the Supreme Court) and High Court/Circuit Bench should be made by appointments commissions independent of the executive.
The full responses can be seen or downloaded on ALBA’s website, at www.adminlaw.org.uk (see “What’s New”).
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