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ALBA’s Summer Conference 2004 and 

Annual Dinner 2004: now booking

You can now reserve your place at ALBA’s summer conference, “Practical Public Law”, which will take place over the weekend of Friday 23rd July (evening) until Sunday 25th July (lunchtime), at Robinson College, Cambridge.  There is an enticing and stimulating programme, some of the highlights being Lord Hutton speaking on the conduct of a public inquiry, and Lord Justice Hooper giving his Top Ten Tips on appearing in the Administrative Court.  Further details of the programme,  cost and a booking form are enclosed with this Newsletter.  You are invited to book early: in recent years, the Conference has always been fully booked out before the closing date for applications (which is 9 July).  There are a limited number of reduced-cost places for barristers under five years call and for those working in the voluntary sector.  The conference is accredited for 6 CPD hours.
Before that, we have the ALBA Annual Dinner, which will be held on Friday 2nd July 2004 at The Long Room, Lords Cricket Ground.  We are fortunate to have a long time ALBA member and friend Lord (Simon) Brown as our guest speaker.  Once again, a booking form is attached and an early reply (well before the deadline of 25th June 2004) is encouraged.
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Future Meetings and Plans: Dates for Diaries

Apart from the Annual Dinner and Conference, plans include : 

23rd June 2004: Constitutional Reform: Judicial Appointments.  The Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs/Lord Chancellor, Lord Falconer, has accepted an invitation to address an ALBA seminar on this subject.  Also on the panel will be Lord Justice Mance and, we hope, another senior member of the judiciary.  The venue is the Middle Temple Hall.  Reservations are not necessary.

Legal Responses to September 11: We are planning a seminar on this subject for late September 2004.

Annual Lecture: Lord Justice Keene: November 2004.

Right to Life / Right to Death: Planned for December 2004.

Costs in Public Interest Litigation: Seminar being arranged for January 2005. 

THE ZIMBABWE DEFENCE AND AID FUND
Alba members who were fortunate enough to be at the meeting addressed by David Coltart MP in March heard a daunting yet inspiring account of the difficulties being faced by the legal profession in Zimbabwe, and the actions being taken to defend Zimbabweans facing criminal prosecution and other legal proceedings and more generally to seek to uphold the rule of law.

Many ALBA members may wish to know the details of the Zimbabwe Defence and Aid Fund, which is raising funds to advance such work.

The patrons of the Fund are Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Archbishop Pius Ncube.  Its objectives are:

1. To defend Zimbabweans in the courts against criminal prosecutions and other legal proceedings which have the effect of infringing their human rights. 

2. To conduct legal proceedings aimed at preventing the abuse of human rights in Zimbabwe, and to promote a fair and just legal system in Zimbabwe.

3. To provide aid, assistance and comfort to victims of human rights abuses in Zimbabwe, and to persons affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 

4. To raise funds to meet the costs of achieving the above objectives, throughout the world.

All donations to aid the Fund in its work will be most gratefully received.  Cheques should be made payable to Zimbabwe Defence and Aid Fund, and donations should be sent to: 29 Bassett Road, Notting Hill, London W10 6LB.

For further information, contact the above address, or phone 01932 788 061.  ALBA holds a copy of the Trust Deed for anyone who is interested; please contact the Secretary.

Other Meetings of Interest to Members

•
Centre for European Law, KCL, 29th Annual Lecture.  Lord Justice Laws will deliver the lecture, entitled “The Jackdaw and the Crow” (concluding a series of lectures on the theme “Constructing the EU Constitution”), at 6 pm on 20th May 2004 at the Parliament Chamber, Inner Temple.  The lecture is followed by a drinks reception.  To reserve a seat, please contact Christine Copping, Centre Administrator, Centre of European Law, King's College London, Strand, London WC2R 2LS, Tel 0207 848 2387

•
Creating a Supreme Court: Judicial and Political Perspectives.  Seminar hosted by the BIICL on Wednesday 26th May 2004, at 17:30 (tea from 17:00) at Charles Clore House, 17 Russell Square, London WC1.  With Lord Falconer of Thoroton, The Hon Margaret Wilson, Attorney-General of New Zealand, Justice Kenneth Keith, Justice of Supreme Court of New Zealand, and Lady Justice Arden, Court of Appeal, chaired by William Blair QC.  Cost £10 for non-members of the Constitutional Law Group of BIICL; apply in advance to Mary Clements, BIICL, Charles Clore House, 17 Russell Square, London WC1B 5JP, tel: 020 7664 4904, fax: 020 7862 5152, email: events@biicl.org , or register on www.biicl.org.

•
Clifford Chance/EssexUniversity Law Lecture.  Dame Mary Arden will deliver this lecture, entitled “Human Rights”, on 27th January 2005 at the offices of Clifford Chance.  If you would like to attend, please contact Ann Woodings, Co-ordinator for International and External Law Programmes, School of Law, University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester CO4 3SQ (or annw@essex.ac.uk), mentioning that you are an ALBA member.

Recent Books of Interest to Members

•
Lester & Pannick (eds), Human Rights Law & Practice, 2nd edn, 2004.  A flyer for the second edition of this work accompanies this Newsletter.  Butterworths are making a SPECIAL OFFER TO ALBA MEMBERS, offering 20% off the cover price for any ALBA member purchasing this book in the next month (i.e. £120 instead of the £150 shown on the attached leaflet).  Please mention that you are an ALBA member in responding to the leaflet.  This offer lasts from the date of this Newsletter until 14 June 2004.

•
David Manning, Judicial Review Proceedings: A practitioner's guide (2nd edn) (720pp.; price £34), published by the Legal Action Group. 
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