STEPS TAKEN TO ADDRESS DELAYS
IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE COURT
There have been very serious delays in listing and hearing public law cases in the Administrative Court for some time.  ALBA members should therefore be aware that the following steps have now been taken to deal with this issue.  
From the beginning of April the number of judges sitting in the Administrative Court will increase from 7 to between 9 & 12 per week.

· For 2008 Easter & Trinity Terms, a commitment to assign two more High Court judges from within the existing judicial resource to sit in the Administrative Court, together with ongoing use of Deputy High Court judges. 

· More Deputy High Court judges to become available on imminent completion of September 2007 recruitment exercise.

· Consideration being given to extending the Administrative Court ‘ticket’ to a number of existing Deputy High Court judges.

· Training of newly appointed/ticketed Deputy High Court judges to take place in June 2008, increasing capacity in Administrative Court soon after.

· Consideration being given to setting aside a number of days during the Summer Vacation for a number of Administrative Court judges to deal with applications for the reconsideration of decisions under section 103A of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002.

Furthermore, the Administrative Court is giving consideration to the establishment of four regional centres in Birmingham, Leeds, Manchester and Cardiff , and it is hoped that the associated recruitment with that  developments will help to relieve pressure. 

